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TliK OLD o KU \. '

That was a knightly spirit in Gamaliel
Hailey to romo to the Uapll ! during the
ohl I'rt/iin', within - mint <>i the headman's
fry, that In* might translate the despairing
wail into the language of humanity,
through the columns of the A"fiond/ I'Jra,
ami the editor carried with hint a martyr s

s ail in su-taining the l»urden> of his paper
a«rainst all ofhls for so many years. How

^ irloriotis wa< the work which he did ! We
all reinemlier how Mr. linihy carried his
lite in hi hand for years : here under what
was called .ironically we suppose.theproli*<»flli-r1 itu al' ilii' ( -lint. J

- - - "I

Those who have borne the burden :i 11«1
heat of tlie anti-slavery contest, will understandthe meanness ol' that social ostracism
which shut the parlor doo»> ot* his own

race in tic lace < Mr. Bailey ami hi* wife,
. hut it is difficult without Mr. Baile\ sexjK-riciiceto understand the lessons of usefulnessit taught him. It was an experiencewhich sharpened hi* pen and broadenedhis sympathies ; which showed that

sordid interest had joined hand* with malignanthate,to crush t !io-;e members of the
white race even who would not surrender
their conscience to the outrageous claims of
negro enslavement.
The political unpopularity of an outand-outabolitionist, lias illustrations of too

recent date, for us not to see how Mr. I»aileywas a John the Baptist crying in the
wilderness.

Those who remember him in the North,
cannot fail to re 'all the courage of this old
champion of human rights in planting
himself at the Capitol, and 1»a the gratuitousdistribution of hi* journal upon the
desks of members, enforcing an unwilling
attention to bis weighty words of protest
and of warning, of justice and of sympathy.
iii regard to the great crime of his country
and the sufferings of its victims.

But all this, thank Clod, is changed. The
old auction hlock by the side of which he
wept at sights of woe, has been made into
relies for those morbid natures whose hate *

of wrong needs to be quickened by some
reminder of its horrible accessories.
The old negro pen has done service as a

prison, in circumscribing at once the movementsand the disloyalty of the ancient opponent-of the Ohl Era and its editor. In
the courthouse here,where he saw the victim
of oppression hand a chair to the judge,
the eolored man now oeeupies it as a judge
himself.

If that saintly spirit were to return and
commit the outrage of opposing what it ^
once advocated. complete justice . not .

. even its saintline-s would prevent its being
tried before Captain Wall, a colored mag- .

istrate. If called to testify as 10 the value
of the New Era, the glorious old prophet
would, we know, be glad of a ero:.exanii*nation bv a colored lawyer, and of havinir»

. t <his evidence decided upon by a jury with
its just proportion of colored jurors. ^
And now, the Ni;w Era lias been laid

upon the desks of members, both of the
f

Senate and the House. The distribution
was not gratuitous, for every copy of a large
edition was paid for by those who see that
in the New Era we must have an organ, ,

so as to mitigate the remorse of our white t

fellow-clti/ens lor the injustice thev have
f

done us, to give hreathing-room to the pentupaspirations of our race,ami to help save
t

the party to which we belong.
The siuile of a mature satisfaction lighted x

up the face of the Old Km when ii found a j
resting place in 44 Uncle Tom's Cahin," ami

,
then sadness settled on its countenance, for x
44 Dred," succeeded to the Cahin, and at

' last the Old Jyra died w ith its creator. 0 v

The Xi:\v Ki:a starts under better aus- J

pices than the Old and it thanks tjod and
his servants for it. It starts from the .

palatial residence of th T President of the
United .States, and in the presence of colored ambassadors,under the fostering care of a ;

justice-loving and triuinpbant party, upon a .

' mission, in which it lias no rival, of love ^
and hope,of courage and inspirations, to the
millions of our race in this country, and

,

we hope even to the greater millions of the
continentof Africa. j

The world was not worthy of that great ,
laborer of the Old Km and his heljiers; j
but these all died in faith. They spoke for }
us when we were dumh, and now we i^e ,

our poor spec-eh to honor their memories
^and to chronicle their work. Hut by the

vindication of their doctrine and the fill- j
fillmciit of theii prophecies.that we are

{

all equal before (Joel, and that the negro j
would himself some day prove it.we may j
make our Ni;\v Kra as glorious in achieve- ^
ment a- tliese -aims of the Old Urn were s
luminou- in sclf-sacriiicc.
The memories of the Oil lira are fragrant j

an< 1 inspiring, anil we dwell 11 p«»n them that
they may freshen our appreciation «»1* tlu»
opportunity ~ offered to a journal like ours, 1
of honoring the meinorirs of our departed 1

friends among the white race, ami of (

"waking up" the dead among our own. .

»Ol K (OMI'OMTK XATIO.VALITt " '

Will he the snhjeet of a lor-ture hy our *

('orresjMmding Editor, Frederick Douglass, j
Esq., at Lincoln Hall next Monday even- <

ing, 24lh inst. There are three great ora- (

tors in <»ur country who never lack audi- 1

ence-.Wendell Phillips, Frederick Doug- (

lass, and Henry Ward Beecher.ami there *

is a noble strife between them which one 1

^ will allow the other two to call him the
greatest American orator. Until the mat- t
tcr is settled by the trio themselves we ad- j
vise,the public to go ami hear each as he <,

comes along as a means of forming a judg- 1
ment on the subject. The one to whom we t

_ are to listen next Monday night retains in /

a hightened degree all those wonderful t
forces which stirred the heart and aroused 1
the conscience of the old Kra forces, which, t

*

LAIDg.

In the year l#5f>, Congress granted fortionsof the public lands in alternate sections,to the State of Alabama, in order
to aid in the construction of certain railroadswithin that State. By the terms
of the several enactments, the lands thus j
granted were to revert to the general
government, if the proposed roads were not

completed within ten years. As the conditionof these gr mts was not complied with,
the House of Representatives passed a bill
at the session of Congress previous to the
last one, declaring them forfeited ; a measurewhich failed to meet with concurrent
action upon the part of the Senate. At its
la>t session Congress passed a Hill to revive
the grant of lands in aid of one of these
railroads.that from Selma to Gadsden,.
thus withdrawing one of these derelict enterprisesfrom the forfeiture which had
been incurred. The House bill of the formersession, which has been referred to,
also excepted from this forfeiture another
of them, viz: the Tennessee and Alabama
( Viitral Railroad, which is now known as

the Nashville and Decatur road. In view
of these facts, it is highly probable that effort

< will be made to have each and all of
the (bngressional grants herein cited, revived; and, indeed, Governor Smith of Alabamadid, in bis letter of January 29th,
lsiilt, to Senator Pomeroy, initiate such effortsin behalf of two other of these railroad.-,known respectively as the Will's
Valley and the Northeastern and SouthwesternRailroads. Besides, about the same
time that these subsidies were accorded to

Alabama, similar grants of lands for like
purposes and upon like terms, were made
by Congress to the States of Florida, Mississippiand Louisiana. These grants, too,
have been forfeited, and the same policy
which dictated the passage of the bill last
winter would likewise justify other bills for
their revival. Thus the disposition of
many thousand square miles of the public
lands, including some of the most fertile
portions of our southern territory, is at issucin this matter. Under these circumstances,and in consideration of the manifoldinterests involved in its adjustment,
we beg h ave to express the hope that each
and all of those interests will be carefully
considered by Congress before that adjustmentis arrived at.

We trust, too, that no hostility upon our

part towards railroads will be inferred from
what we have thus far expressed. We

11 v Ufdrnrnvlpdm* thpir hi<rt» imr»nrt_
ft" *"v" !'« »

UKv as an instrumentality for the promotionof civilization and of national growth
md prosperity. But, while making this
icknowledgment.and while freely admitting
hat upon this account railroads richly de-crvcthe fostering care of the Government,
,ve would take occasion to suggest, that this
( storing care should be bestowed in such a

nauncr as to prevent them from overshad wiiig,in their development, other interests
A hieh have claims equally good for a share
>f the light and warmth to be derived from
eneficeut legislation. We readily own that
n making this suggestion we are somewhat
sensitive; but we hold that our duty as

«»urnalists,ex]xcted to look especially after
he interests of a specific class of the Ameri

anpeople, requires that we should be thus
sensitive. Speaking, then, in the interests
>f that latest acknowledged element in
American citizenship, the freedmen, we urge
hat the revival of these grants for rail

oadpurposes, simply upon the conditions
md provisos contained in the original
rrants, will tend to the monopoly of lands
vhicli should be thrown open for acquisitionby the recently emancipated laborers
f the soil. 1 is said that those lands

' were in the market for many years at the
uinimum price of twelve and a half cents
icr acre and found no purchasers." But,
luring all those vears, the laboring classes

.>f the States thus benefitted were debarred
rom the ownership not only of their own
....... .... .. i 1 !
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nuscles. Now the times are changed, and
hoe toiling thousands, proud in the coneioiMirssof being their own proprietors,
agerlv eovet,as the crowning proof of their
estoivd inanl ood, the possession of their
iwn little farms. Let it not be said that
he lands covered by these railroad grants
ire valueless for agricultural purposes.
1 rue it is, indeed, that those which lie in
he more elevated portions of these States
ire not adapted, like others of a less alti-
tide, to the culture of the great Southern
tuple, cotton : but yet they offer to the inlu>triottshusbandman no parsimonious soil,
fhyy do not frown down upon his unavailingefforts from rugged and inaccessible
Mountain ranges; and even if they do veil
x'lii-ath their green and smiling hillsides <

ieh <tores of iron and coal, of marble and
rranite, they have not been chary in their
»romises of abundant crops of wheat and
orn, and other products of our temperate
atitudes.-promises which in the coming
lays will, without doubt, be right royally
o pt. Those lands are offered now by Coumhiaas a choice banquet to the longing
rendition; but these forfeited railroad grants
\l/kl it 1 ili kll'l) O J /ll/l fliA«

. i.'it ii, u.- HIM iiiv- nai I'ICQ uj;uu inc

able.- of Eneas, to befoul and break up the
east. 1
Portions of those lands have been occu-

»ied and iinjiroved by freedmen in the hope j
ind expectation that Congress would dedareits former grants of them forfeited,
ind tli row them open to actual settlers un-
lor the provisions of the homestead law. (

mrely the hojies and expectations of those
ioorl»nt loyal toilers are more deserving of

onsidcration than are those of northern ,

apitalists, who saw fit to relieve the origi- ]
lal grantees by purchasing from them frail- \
hises, forfeited even then by lapse of time, \
nit previously to that period, by red-handed (
ebellion. j

If, however, these lands are not to be
brown open to actual settlers under the <

irovis^oBs of the homestead law.if the <

p ants of them for railroad purposes are to i
a* revived.then we respectfully but earn- ]
581 ly urge, in behalf of the millions of citi- ^

ens for whom we are authorized to speak, 1
iiat these revivals be made under such 1
imitations and restrictions as shall prevent j
he establishment of a land monopoly, and ^
f its inevitable sequence, an aristocracy of l

.. -- IJBPaaHHHMni
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class; evils under which our Southern States
long labored, and of which they are still

garnering the bitter fruit. We shall not

presume to do more now than to indicate
the character and aim of those limitations
and restrictions, confident, as we are, that
their devising can safely be left to the wisdomand patriotism of Congress.

But, in conclusion, we hesitate not to assertour belief that, under such a revival of
the land grants for railroad purposes as we

have hinted at, the interests of capital and
of labor, now too antagonistic, would be
harmonized; that the equalization of landed
jiosgessions, so necessary to the preservation
of a nation's tranquillity, would be thereby
greatly promoted; and that at the same time
miles upon miles of railroads would lie constructed,thus securing increase to the population,and stimulating it to industry in
mining, in manufacturing, and in commercialenterprise, as well as in the culture of
cotton and of every other crop indicated bv
soil and climate.

WHAT IS THE MATTER!

What is the matter with the District of
Columbia? Just n#w she seems to have a

tremendous attention from doctors. One
advises a change of air, and recommends
St. Louis as offering,by its distance, the advantagesof travel, and by its location upon
that father of waters and of mud a salubriousnessof climate only to be furnished
by the combined agencies of lager beer,
limburger cheese, and sour-krout. Other
doctors recommend an alterative remedy at
home. The constitution of the District
must be changed, they say. Their first fear
is that the pigments beneath the cuticle are

too black, and that the epidermis has becomealso a little too daek, and besides her
blood, as it flows from the City Hall, is
both too thin and too meagre in quantity.
Well, some of these things may be true, but
the chief objection to medical attentions
just now is, that the doctors nearly all belongto the old school. The time has passed
when heavy doses of medicine are either
aceeptible or beneficial, especially when
they are intended to expel or check the
black element. Let us first try if we cannotrestore the patient to healthy municipalexistence by getting Congress to pay
taxes on its property here. That in itself
would be a sovereign tonic. Then give her
proper representation upon the floor of Congress.That would have the effect to restoreher spirits. Seriously, the ballot is
too great an educator of our people for us

to exchange it for the bauble of representationin a lower house which will have no

power. There are too many good men of
the District who, by their public spirit, are

trying to earn the confidence and support
of the people for us to attempt to curtail
their rights.
When any number of Radical Republicansagree with tlie.se doctors we will take

a look at the patient, but till then we have
but to say, let her alone.

OFFICE HOLDERS.

President Grant and the members of his
Cabinet have shown a willingness to put
colored men in any place they have the
ability to fill, whenever there has been a

vacancy. In view of the old conservative
sentiment of the country we regard this as

a marked evidence of a design to do justiceto us in high quarters, and we would
suggest to Republican dispensers of office
elsewhere, that they should imitate this example.

In conversation, to-day, with a wealthy
and influential colored citizen of one of
the Southern States, a gentleman who luts
declined office, we were rather unhappily
impressed with the somewhat sore feeling
lie justly displayed at the disposition
evinced by the Republicans in some of the
Southern States, to ignore the claims of
colored men. Whil st we are not disposed
to claim for ourselves more than we desprrnwo r>niuwit if locc u'illi/inf nri..

test.

Any sane Republican south of Mason
and Dixon's line knows well enough thatcT

the very existence of the party South dependsupon the votes and the influence of
leading colored men.

These men do not lack intelligence;
many of them in natural endowments as

well as in education, are the equals of
their white fellow citizens, while their
claims to office and the patronage of the
party are undeniable.
There will undoubtedly be influences

brought to bear by the Conservatives to

bring the colored vote South into the ranks
of that party. We hope the Republicans
in that quarter will not by any exhibition
of illiberality afford an excuse for desertionon the part of our people.

DEFEATED PROPHECIES.

Mankind is always safe with liberty. No
race can be so degraded as not to aspire to
the enjoyment of her privileges, and no

nation can be so strong as to refuse with
impunity to discharge the duties she imposes.We turn our eyes towards the South
to hail with gratitude and with hope the
blessed illustrations which these principles
find in the joyful, orderly, and intelligent
acceptance of freedom by our people, and
in the ready and general recognition by the
American nation of its duty to assist in
raising them from the dependence and selfcontemptof slaves to the self-reliance and
dignity of citizens of a great commonwealth.

It was feared that those who had receivedno protection from the law would
not only not obey it, but in their wild
triumphs of vengeance over its odious distinctionspull down the pillars of all social
jrder, and envolve themselves, with their
former oppressors, in a common ruin.
The United States look now for the best

ibservance of law and the strictest defense
>f its authority among the colored people
in the South. Nor will they be disappointed.Notwithstanding the privations
ffhich the exhausted condition of the South
las entailed 011 the freedmen, there are no
otter custodians of public and private
iroperty than they. The capital of the
south was dissipated in the late war^or cardedto other lands by its abscondin^owners,

. -I

HE USTIRW T]rt^
and Northern men seem to have fears to
entrust theirs to the supposed uncertainties |
of negro labor, and yet the colored people
have remained on the soil to cultivate it,
and have so far revived the industry of;
the South that this year we shall receive
as much cotton from the South, without
capital, without organized industry, almost
without civil order, as we did in l&bO.

i iTHE BIBLE IX SCHOOLS.

We print in another column the views of
a correspondent on the Bible and school
question.
We make haste to utter our dissent from

those views as we understand them. We

| understand our correspondent to say, that
the Bible in schools must be given up or

we must give up our school system, because
Jews, Catholics, and other non-protestant
ami unorthodox bodies will refuse to send
their children to public schools where the
Bible is read.

It appears to us that if this were a real
dantrer. we should lonir ago have exneri-
enced its evils. For the Bible has been as

objectionable to these sects all along as it is
now. Those who object to the Bible objectto evangelical doctrines as strongly;
and if they did not realize that the advantagesofthe common school system infinitely
outweigh the dangers of the Bible in school,
they would have ceased to send their childrento public schools from the moment

they found the Bible was read in them. If, |
the answer is made, that they did cease to |
send their children to these schools, then
our reply is, we think, a settler, namely,
that we have made a very efficient common
school system without them ; and it is now
too late to conciliate them by removing the
Bible which their children never heard
read, because they did not attend school, or

ifattending, the reading of which has done
their children so little harm that they
continued to send them.

But suppose we did not have the un-

doubted testimony of the Jews and Catholics,especially, that it is not the Bible they
dislike, but the religion, we think, it teaches,
where should we draw the line of limit for
the illumination of the Bible and its teachings?

It would make no difference whatever to
the opponents of the Bible in schools,
whether you make known its doctrines by
reading them from the Bible or from the
text-books, so that in this view the banishmentof the Bible means a surrender of
what we understand to be its principles;
for it follows'that if we yield in one case,
we must yield in the other. \\ e must alter
our text-books to suit dissentients, if we

rightly give up the Bible.
W hat well-founded objection can a Jew

or a Catholic have to our children having
the Bible read, when we know that they in
their schools read their Bible to their children,or else teach tlie doctrines they believein? Sectarianism is in some sense a

luxury, and if a man desires to foster or to

guard his peculiar tenets, he ought to pay
for it; and if simply reading the Bible,
without note or comment, is so offensive
that certain religionists will not send their
children to the public schools, the cure for
the difficulty, it seems to us, is not to give
up one religion, but, if need be, give them
their portion of the school fund and let
them do as they please with it.

PENNSYLVANIA.
FIarrisburg, Jan. 18..John W. Geary was

inaugurated Governor of Pennsylvania to-day.
He made a long address. There was a grand
procession of the military, the fire companies,
Ac. Because a black regiment was allowed in
the line all the fire companies left except two
from Philadelphia.
W e really do not see what is to be done with

this " pestilential colored individual ".he is
bothering the printers in Washington, he sets
legislators by the ears, he will ride in the wrong
P'.iP (fG til tltP UTron if wc Iwo >1 on J <rnf in f bn
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w ong box at the theatre. Now he's " been a*
i'ressin his^elf in soger clothes and worrying
the firemen," completely spoiling their day's
bp >rt, as the above paragraph will show. He
seems to be as "irrepressible" as the conflict
he incited. Well, we suppose he will continue
to " crop up

" this way occasionally, and peoplemay as well try and get used to seeing him
everywhere. What is to be done ? lie will be
in Congress next.

JOHN A WILLS.

Among the candidates prominently mentionedfor the vacancy, which is presumed
to exist iti the Southern judgeship of the
Supreme Court, is Hon. John A. Wills,
formerly of Pennsylvania, but now of the
District of Columbia. Mr. Wills is a lawyerof unquestioned eminence in the profession,and of decided judicial ability. He
is not, however, a mere lawyer. He does
not belong to the black-letter, hide-bound
material from which judges are too apt to
be made.as if a man was oidy fit to be a

judge when he has become so fossilized as
to he unfit for anything else. On the conIx ir iitmi li . i i

irary, ^ir. 11 is neiongs 10 ilie rare and

exceptive class of lawyers who are enlightenedand progressive, with whom authority
is no bugbear, and for whom " precedent"
has no terror. An earnest life-long abolitionistof the John Brown variety, a clean,
clear-cut man, sincere as a child, of purest
integrity and noblest impulses, a scorner of
legal shame and a believer in that exalted
faith which says that justice is law, and
withal of a firmness which knows no waver

ing or shadow of turning, we should hail
the nomination of Mr. Wills to a seat upon
the Supreme bench as an era in American
jurisprudence, and as a positive guarantee,
so far as our voice upon that bench is concerned,of the rights of all the people, irrespectiveof race, color, nativity, or sex.

UNIVERSAL. FRANCHISE.

The National Woman's Suffrage Convention
has been since Tuesday morning last in session
at Lincoln Hall. Quite a number of ladies
and gentlemen distinguished for years as advocatesof the rights of women are present, besidesmany other delegates not so long known
to fame. Among the former may be mentioned
Mrs. E. C. Stanton, Mrs. Pauline W. Davis,
Miss Susan B. Anthony, Senator Pomeroy, and
the Rev. Samuel J. May. We have been
pleased to note, in conversation with some
whom we have met, that there is a modification
of the hostility with which the fifteenth amendmentwas regarded last winter. We rejoice at
this, because we would fain be in full accord

%
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with those friends whose views correspond
with our own upon other points of reform.
The meetings have been respectably attended,
and yet not so largely as the importance of the
questions at issue demand. We trust, however.that the earnestness and ability manifestedby the participants in the proceedings
will have the effect of crushing out that spirit
of ridicule which lias latterly led to the disturbanceof public meetings in this city. .

Freedman'i Savings Bank.

On our third page will be found a financial
statement of the National Freedman's Savings
and Trust Compauy, for the mouth of December,lSti9.

This exhibit reveals a remarkable vitality in
the management, and a wonderful appreciation
of the benefits and the safety of the bank.
From what we kuow of the men at the head
of this institution.men who add to their traditionallove of freedom, a thorough acquaintancewith the wants of oar people.we feel assuredthat there is an ever w idening field of
usefulness for it.

First on our List..Mrs. K. A. Porter, of
Athens, Ohio, was the first single subscriber to
the N kw Kra. Mrs. P. thought there was good
luek in being the first to place her name on the
list.
The American Agriculturist is the first exchangeto ucach us. We thank the publishers,

Orange Judd »£ Co., for their promptness in
recognizing us among their exchanges, and
hope the fact that they are first on our list is
also an omen of good in the future to them and
to us.

Life Insurance..In another column will
be found the advertisement of the National
Life Insurance Company, of which Clarence
II. Clark, Esq., is President and Emerson W.
Peet, Secretary. We shall present to our

readers an article upon the subject which this
association makes its speciality; and, therefor
content ourselves now with calling the attentionof the public to the solid and reliable
character of thisCompany as manifested by the
names of its officers.

Iowa..The Legislature of Iowa, on the 18 th
inst., elected Hon. G. G. Wright United Stabs
Senator for six years, by a vote of 117 Republicansto 19 Democrats. James B. Howell
was elected by the same vote to fill the vacancy
occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Grimes.

Rhode Island..On the 18th inst. the House
passed a resolution ratifying the fifteenth
amendment to the Constitution of the United
States by a vote of 57 to 9. The Senate passed
the resolution last June, so the ratification .by
the State is complete.

CORRESPONDENCE.
Which shall Educate-The State or the

Church !

We are on the eve of a triangular contest in
regard to our public school system.triangular
because there are evidently three parties in
process of formation; one for the retention of
the Bible and other religious text-book*' in the
public schools; another for the withdrawal of
all books of a religious nature; and still an- '

other, comprising the main portion of the Ro-
I linn f'nt.hnlir's nnit n fun- Pi-rvfooionia 1*^1,1
....... x/mvxvxv^ Utavi u ivn I V/IV CIUIU in v> I1U HIMU

that the State has no right to teach; that the
Ohurcb is superior to the State in all things,
and that education belongs solely to the
Church.
Now, I hold that it is not only the right but

the duty of the State to teach. It is equally
the right of the Church. The State supports
and fosters the week-day schools, the Church,
the Sunday schools. In so far, then, they can
and do both teach. It is the imperative duty
of the State to teach, because, if the State al-
lows ignorance to flourish, she propagates
crime and sows the seeds of her own destruction.A free State which allows its citizens to
grow up in ignorance must expect anarchy and
revolution as a sequence.

1 belong to the party which advocates the J
exclusion of the Bible from the public schools, j
for the following reasons: 1 believe that the
schools ought to be secular, and that the home
and the Sunday school are sufficient, and
better adapted, for the religious instruction
of youths than the public schools; that in a

country like ours, where all persons are free to
worship as they please, it is unjust for the
State to inculcate doctrines of a sectarian
nature. It may be said by some that the Bible
is not sectarian. Granted. But the Jews and
millions of others in this country look upon it
is sectarian, and containing dogmas which

conflict with their religious convictions. It is
in contravention of the spirit of the age and
our (Joverumeut for the State to teach religion
of any kind.

1 look upon the Roman Catholic church as
more of a government than a religion, and hence
am not surprised at the efforts of the Jesuits
to break down our public school system. The j
American system of education is the foundationupon which rests the stability of our government,the Ajax which supports it.
When the question arises, as it will, whether

the people of the United States shall be governedfrom Rome or from W ashington, whether
the men who make our laws and shape our destinyshall be elected by the free will of the
American people, or appointed (nominally at

least) by a foreign potentate, on which side will
our friends be found who advocate the retention
of religious text-books in the public schools?
There can be no middle ground. Will they
unite with those who wish to do away with
every just cause of complaint, or will they
stand aloof, and say, " if we cannot get all we
want, the school system must go down?"
Remember, friends, that those who have right

and justice on their side are well armed. Let
the true friends of our school system unite, do
away with every cause of complaint, as far as
!_ xL-.V 1 I .1 1 *
in meir power, ana piace tne scnoois upon u

truly secular basis, under the eontrol of the
State, as the fathers intended they should be.

j. D. u.
Washington, January 17, 1870.

FAREWELL TO THE PULPIT.

The following letter was read by the
Editor of the New Era to his late charge,
the Fifteenth street Presbyterian Church,
last night, January 19, 1870 :

To the Session and Congregation of the
Pifteenth Street Presbyterian Church :

Dear Brethren : Duty calls ine to another
and different sphere of labor. In taking farewellof you the interests of my race would
seem to demand that I at the same time bid
farewell to the ministry as a profession.

I have never had much respect for mere

titles, and I doubt not that with a reverent
spirit and a zealous devotion to the work of my
Master in conducting a public journal I will
remain as much of a Reverend there as here,
although I hereby drop the title, as I think,
forever.

This action springs from no ohange of convictionin reference to the cardinal principle®
of the Gospel of Christ, but from a belief that
there is a place for me to fill at present in
which I need the freedom of secularity, and in
the labors of which, I think, I can do more

good without the burden of a title, which is

^ ^ a

.

sometimes the watchword of superi Mon
among followers, and often a sign of iner Pg°tisuiin the wearer.

In my case, 1 do not think it necessary » go

through those forms of ecclesiastical rss°lutionusual in the Presbyterian Chun 1- 1

received the conventional right to prea«d| ro,n

the people in a Haptist Church, and I tf'ebv
surrender, to the people whatever rig lit hey
have iu the matter. My convictions ha? alwaysbeen of a strictly congregational efcr.icteras to church government, and I hjc acceptedthe Presbyterian form of govern cut
because I did not find a congregatingi^m
among our people untainted with proscription
at the Lord's Table. I left the body th* ordainedme as I left the State in which I was
born.at the call of freedom, and I me$s not

to be again "entangled with the cub* of

bondage."
It may be that my departure from the pal pi t

will help towards the solution of some .motions1 have raised in it, one of which iswh'ther
it is not better to break up colored clinches
along with the colored schools, and joiAwith
our white brethren, like (ieneral Howard and
his co-laborers, who are ready to receive if as

brethren in the church of Christ.
I shall remain among you. and in th» fditorialChair of the Nkw Kka I will use vhtfever

poor powers I possess to animate you.aoi instructyour childroti iu the love of deist
1 bid you an affectionate farewell fioio this

pulpit, the duties of which, if well disdiorgcd.
would prevent me from making my pajerwhat
it must be to succeed, and offer you ai itlectionategreeting as a guardian of your irtrests
in a public journal.

Yours lovingly, Sella

Washinuton, Jan. Id, 1870.

Baltimore. January is, 810.
Editor New Era :

1 am happy to learn that you are about o start
a paper in the city of Washington in tie interestof your race, and pending this ^re;t <(Uestionof political rights nothing is so eseatial
to their full attainment as the Press. This is
especially needed at the present time ir Maryland,where the colored people are denet the
franchise, and nothing being done by etler of
the political organizations here to seeun t.

There is not a doubt but that a uiajirty of
the registered voters, to -day, are not avase to
colored suffrage, and it only needs the poper
discussion of this question to secure theififfirmativeaction.

After a partial canvass of some weeksm»t,
with the ablest and most earnest Uepiblcans
in the State, and the true friends of ocored
suffrage, we are convinced that it can qw be
secured by the reorganization of the Reublicanparty, upon the basis of equal p>l;ical
rights. To this end we have advised tin coloredpeople of Maryland to enroll themelves
in a political organization in their respetive
wards and precincts throughout the StaS, for
the purpose of mutual conference.

1 write now to request that you will ie vote
a portion of your first number to the prpose
of educating the colored people in this State
how to hold orderly and quiet political meetings,and to express in clear and coneiseternis
their political wants, and to continue tlii subjectin your subsequent numbers. If yci will
do this you need have no fear but that rithin
twelve months, the rights of thd eolorel man

to vote will be assured in Maryland.
Very respectfully,

Miss Caroi.i..

NEWS SUMMARY.
Memphis averages one murder per veek.
Detroit enjoys the luxury of a feinaDbarber.
There is $108,00()jKX) in the rnitei States

rn
ireasury.
I'uring 1870 there will he six ecliprs.lour

of the sun and two of the moon.

A colored joint stock company hav bought
a farm near Augusta, lla.

In the London Times appears an advertisementfor a u Christian woman'' as a servant.

Railroads in South Carolina hav* reduced
their fare to emigrants to one cent f mile.

California is legislating to preven the adulterationof milk.
Miss Charlotte Cushman has arrivd in Rome,

but her health is far from being reaored.
The firemen in Norwich, Com., recently

turned out one night to put out be Aurora
Borealis.
A. T. Stewart's city establishmeits gives employmentto upwards of 1,8< H.) perj>ns, male and

female.

Ex-Secretary Seward and hisparty have arrivedat Havana from Vera Crtz. They will
probably spend a week or so in ''uba.
The Legislatures of Iowa, Kansas, and Wisconsinhave each elected a woman as engrossingclerk.
Kentucky increased its debt one million in

18t)8,and the State Auditor eitimated that there
would be uneven greater doicit fur 180*.'.

The bonded debt of Ulinas on DecEinber 1st
l r\ i o:n i' < 1 ^ .... cr. , . » t>, >

was o-t, u ufLmisc i»i po

during the year.
Protestants in Spain, uider the protection

of the Liberal Government are active in establishingjplaeesof worship aid distributing Bibles.
The model State of tie Union, financially

considered, is Iowa. ByJanuary 15th she will
be out of debt, and have a surplus of half a milliondollars in the State Treasury.
The emancipated peasantry in Russia are industriouslycultivating the ground, now that

they have a greater pettoual interest in the proceeds.
Henry Ward Beet ha* announced to his congregationSunday thut he declined to receive

the offer recently mate him of an advance of
salary from $12,000 U $20,000.

Strict orders have been giveu through the
Russian Empire to prevent any manifestation
on the anniversary of the emancipation of the
serfs, which occurs February 27.

Mining has ceased to be the leading interest
of California, and wheat is now king. The
present year's crop s estimated at twenty millionbusiiels.

It is predicted thit Florida will become one
of the largest sugar produciug localities on
this continent. Tie character and soil are admirablyadapted to its culture, and the crop is
a sure one.

Francis Robiuson, of Blackingtou, Conn.,
was bitten by a mad dog thirty years ago, and
about once a month ever since hus had tits,during which he barks like a dog and froths at
the mouth.

Quebec has refused to pay the sum imposed
by the Legislature for common school education,and the Government has instituted a suit
to compel the city to comply with the terms of
the law.
The Monroe (Ga.) Advertiser says: 44 If the

negroes are reseated to the Legislature.as theyundoubtedly will be.this country will be representedin the Lower House by Judge MonroeClower and his former slave, George Glower."*

Men in New York advertise to send, for a

consideration, a recipe for writing without pen
or ink. When the money comes, they send the
following: 44 Write with a lead pencil. ' A
great many chaps are paying from fifty cents
to a dollar to learn this important secret."

St. John's River men tell us that near Ricco'sBluff, on the river, in Florida, there is an
orange grove, embracing about an acre of
ground, which has borne thi9 year 300,000
oranges. These at two cents apiece, would yield$6,000. The average price of over 100,000
already sold was three cents. Four of the
trees yielded about 5,000 each.

FHOM KICIIMOND.

RnitMONO. .f'tnu<ir>t p,
Representative-- I' L ' tit-' I! (>n '1 n*

Conservative a. » 'rivtt tt» f I in prep%r.t *.4
lions for a public demonst....tion on lie (1&\
the State's admission. A joint eoriiinitief- ^

plied to the Washington authorities t »r

loan of cannon to be used in tiring salute ;il,
the application has he* ti grunt* d

General faiths to day di> ct»'d dime* (

Taylor, the Stat** Art-rne, General, cle>
last summer, to assume tin* dutie.- of that
fire, his disabilities having been remove 1

Congress.
1YEA 1. /'//.

One great cause oi the poverty of the proiltday is the failure of the common peopleappreciatesmall things. Tliey that if th
cannot save large sum- the\ will not *ave ur

thing. They do not realize how a daily a«i<j
tion, be it ever so small, will soon make a !ar.
pile. If the y ung men and young woine.j

to-day only will begin, and begin now, to
a little from their earnings, and plant in t
soil of some good Savings Kink and weekly
monthly add their mite. they v. <!| wear a hap'
smile of confidence and independence
they reach middle lit*.-. Not only the pile
self will increase, but the d'-sire and ability
increase it will grow. Lei the clerk and tra.j
men, laborer and artizan, make n»»\v an«i

.

f
once :t oe^nnim«r. .^mr" ujt <**>111*- <> >>

youthful force and vi«jor I' r contin^cin>,
Let parents teach their children to hegiti . ir

to save. Ite^in at the fountain head to earthestream of* .xtra vajfan* e. ami then \v»»j k A

bp easy ; toehoose hetwern po\ «'rty and riri(
Let your youth ir«> on in hahits of extras u£.:. j
for fifty years to come. u> they hate f r ;jf
years past, and we shall he a nation of he-^,.
with moneyed aristocracy ; let a ^ n»,rat;. fl

sueh as save in simill sum > he reared. and u

shall he free from want. !>o not he uiuhi
for extravagant fortunes, hut do reek t&
whieh is the <Iuty of every one t - obtain,
dependence are! a enmlnrtahle home. \Vri[t
and enough i within the reaeh I all i;
ohfainahle hy one proees; n*| only h\ i n

saving..Xat. Sarimjs Hank.
'

^

FORTY-FIRST CONGRESS.

THE SENATE.
Term >-\pV Tfim^

.4/*i'HI«iti Mi i .< '/'ft
WiUard ffamr l871(Va«-aut). _

Owirgc K. 8|ifti'"fr 1S7-St/i..<<ir«.
Arkansas. Char Ien I» Drake... i,Alex.Mcl 1-71 Carl Srluir/

Benjamin F. Kice 1S77J \'ehraska.
(Yili/ornia. .Mm .M. Thayer ;

Cornelius Cole 1x73 Ihi.iiix-W. Tipton
EugeneCaeserly* 1ST5 .V* ruin.

i'onnrcficiit. Jiiiii* h W. Nye1,"
Orris 8. Kerry.. IS".. Willi.tin M. St.-wart .. ;e
Win A. Bu« kiii_h an 1x7 .V* <e Jlim/>*.'tir?.

Ihlawar?. Aaron li Cragiu !« 1
Willard SatiNbnrv * ?ST 1 Jaiiie- W. Pntt<Tdt>n. 1
Thomas F. Bayard 1x7.> \> >r ./« r.o </.

Florida. Al* xander H O.ittell
T)i<>man W. 0«l»<>rii Tx73J»>hn I' St ktoti*.. 4

Ahi|lth Gilbert 1871\II

Iltfiriiii. Ro-a'ow Collatingj»
BowerT. M. Mi lie.1 1st ; Rnkn i i at n
Joshua Hill ... Ix7y .VartA Carolina

flNMi, Jimph C. Abbott li- i
Richard Yates 1x71 .'"Jin Pool oLymani'runihiill 1878"At .

Indiana. John Sh rinan y
Oliver 1*. V* rton 1x7:1 Allen C. T hurm .a

baiin-l D Pra»t ...1-7.'- Or*
Iowa. Ceo*. n v\ illiam- j<- f

(Vacant) HtW) V.lVrioil >
JMn Marlaa Ix7.j PemM|

Kmmmu, Bwa Qwwraa
MwomI fl Bow... ifyi:*W»» Seotl
Samuel C. Puimroy ...1x73 lihi.ib / Un.1

Ksntwkg Henry B Anthony ... .

ThomadP. McCreery 1-71 ^ illiam sj >r:igu-
Oarrett Davis* Ix~.South C rolit

Louisiana rh*>s. .1. Kob> rn n sJohn8. Harrid .1x71 Kred'k A. avtyer.
W in. Pitt Kallogg ......1973

Main*..I'^ejili 9. hmli rj.~
Lot M. Morrill lxT*'1 ' Brovniow
Hatinihdl Hamlin 1876 Itf*

MindV.u nit)....
George Vickei> *-«... '* / >»<#

yVm r. Hamilton* 1H7S tostiu 51 >1 orrnj. (l
JRummAw U. Boo. W. liMiih..'.

Henry \>ilxt>n 1S71 ^irjinia.
Charted Sumner 1x77, John h L « ;* __

Michigan. John W .lohndtoii ....

JacobM.Howard 1x71 !-.«' IIrgit
/achariah Chandler .ISTo aitnian T. Willey

Minrfxfita. Arthur I. Ii<>renian v
" . 11...

naniei - ^no,r .... vui Tim .Hwnte llMUJI MI# Malt. II. C»rpeat«
Republicans, .*9: * Democrats. 11. V.ieanciei-. 4 \Senate would contain "4 int-nilifr''. jThe Senators elect from tienrgiaand Virginia Lav i tt.. iadmitted to their * its.

HOUSE OF HEPHESENTATIVES.
Alabama. Ar:»" Jsr$,y.1 Alfred K. Bin k. 1.M illi mi Moore.2.Charles W. Rnckley. 2.Ch trie* Haight*3.Robert S. Uetlin. 3.John T Bud

4.Charie- Have- 4 1 hn Hill. |5 Cox." *' ~t - CleVe
6 Sherman.* .V'*ir lorfr
[Tin* Alabama to tuber- 1. Henry A K» * ves

were elected in August, and 2.John (i Shumaker *

consequently have not been 3.Henry M. Slo« ninadmitted.] I 4.John Fox.
Arkantan. ..John Morrittaey *

1.Lofi i II. Root. 0.Bait 1 8. C2.Anthony A. C. Rogers 7.Harvey C. Calkin.3.Thomas Boles. 3.JanBro >kCalif"mill.9.Fernando Wood.*1.Samuel It. Axtel. lo-(!l:irkwn N. Pott*2.Aaron A Sargent. 11.tieorge W . iir» »iir3.Jama* A. Johnson. 12 -John II Ketch.uuConnecticut. 13.John A. Oriswold1.Julius Strong. 14.Stephen L. Mayfiem'2.Stephen W. Kellogg. 1. Adolphus II. Tart t *3..11. II. Starkweather. Id- Orange Ferris4.WilliamH. Barnum.* 17.William A. Whee.tDelaware. li -Stephen eaiifbrdBenjamin T. Biggs. 19. 'harles KinppFlorida. "20.Addison II. LatinCharles M Hamilton. '21.Aie\ II Bailey9dforjia. 22.MutC-CkarthillSeven District-. No i lac 23.Dennis M arthytion yet held for vlembers of 24.Oeorge \\ Cowlrsthe \Llst Congress. The .William II Kcl*e)Member- of the lis I Congress 2d.(Hies w Hot. hk
were these:' 27 -Hamilton Wa: 11.J. W Clift. 2*.Noah Davis, tr2.Nelson lift * 29.John Fisher.3.William 1'. Kdwards. :tl>.David 8 Benro tl4.Samuel 11.Hove, .)!.Fort r Sheldon;*i.Charles H. I'rince. \ >rtlt lliroV:-'ti. Vacancy 1 Clinton L. t obl»7.1'. M. B. Yoiine 2- David lleatonIllinois. 3 <Miver If. Docket yAt !.arg».John A l.o tn 4 J hn T. IKw1.NormanB. Judd. Israel (1 Lash2.JohiuF. Farn-worth 6 Francis K Sh l«-i3.II. C. Burchard. 7 I'lato Durham4.John B. liawb-y. Ohio.5.Kbon C. Ingersull. 1 Fetei W. Btrsbi '

t>.Burton C. C»s'k. 2 -Jol K Steven vol7.Jesse A Moore. 3 Robert C. S heo.kS.Shelby M. Culloin. 4 William Law rem9.Thornton W McWeely.* 5.William Blue <-U10.AlbertG. Burr.* (i.John A. Snntn11.SamuelS. Marshall." 7.Ja»nes J.^W inau12.JohnIt. liny v.Jnfcn H«atfy.13.John M. t'rebs y».F.dw. I. D. t..Inditna. it>- Truman H 11 ag*1.Wi.B.Mfblack.4 11 i M2.Michael C Ki-ri 12 Flui. \ an Ttun3.Win. S. IF In. in 17 it 'g« \V M(4.Geo. W. Julian II.Martin Welk-r
o.John Unburn " 1 *> Klitknu II >1 *B.hunit'l W Voorliees. 1ft John A7.Godl'-ve S. Ortb 17 .Jacob V. Ambler8.Jas. N Tyuer. IS. William U tpion9.John I*. U. Shank- . 19.Jucih A Garti-il10.Wm Williams . Oreyen11.Jasper Packard 1 -Josoph J1 SouthIowa. J\nnty?% aniJI.Qmmm W. McCrat % l Iuum I J. IU2. William" Smvth 2.CI:».Win. B. Allis..n. .. M4 Wm. Loughri lj- 4 William L' Kill£>. Francis Pomeroy John R Rc»>l.

Kaman «5.John It. Mil -*1.Siiliif> Clarke. 7 Wash.Ti an- n
K nt.irk / - i i1UmtNllfriBMl.' 9.Oliver J Dickey2.W in. M. SwM iie). * 1*. tli ui \ L. I' ik3.Jacob 8. Oolladay * 11 Daniel M V.m V a

4.J. Proctor Knott It.6lMfl W k

5.BOyd Winchester.* 1;>- I lysaes .Mr' u
ti.Thomas L. Jones. l« J tin I; Pavh.i7.James B. B><k.* Ij- Richard .1 llaiiir®^
8.Oenrge M. Adams * In John Oe--n »
t» .Jolin M Rice.* I" t>.«nicl J M-»rrei.Louisiana. Is -Wm 11. Arui-t: '0*1.Liuis St. Martin. 19- Gletini W !
2.h'«iiA. Sbslilon. 2D.1'altin W. Gil «

3.Adolphs Bailey 21.Cout«--t d.4.Michael Ryan.* 22.James S. N gi-».b--(J« orn»» W. McOratiio 23.Darwin Ph j|Haiti*. 24.Joseph B. l>"iil'*?1.John Lynch. Rhode / i"-'
2.Samuel P. Morrill. 1.Thomas A. h-ti't"
3.J allies iJ. Blaine. 2.Nathan F. Ihv u
4.John A. Peters. Smla lar 'Una
5.Eugene ilale. I. Belli. V Whi

Maryland. 2.C. l\ Boweu1.Samuel Uambletoti 3 Solomon l» U
2.Steaenson Archer * 4 \V. 1). Siinpsou'3.Thomas Swann* Ttttnte "

.4.Patrick llai.ull 4' l.aig. -,k
6.Frederick Stone. I.KilerickK I'-aMaaacKusetts.2.Horace M»>u.n1.James Buthngtou 3.William B hi
2.(.lake- Ames. 4.Lewi* Tilltnau
3 Giaery Twit. hell. 5.William I' P
4.Samuel Hooper. *. t).8am u I >1 Arn
§.Benjamin K.Butler. 7.Isav i;.
6.Nathaniel I'. Ib'ilwi. 8.William .1 ?' '

7.George M. Brodks. jVx» #

8.George K. Il>ar
y.Win. B. Washburn.
10.Henry L. I)awe«.

.Wfhi'ion.
1.Fernando C. Beamaii. , Verm
%l.Wiu. L Unaglitoa. 1 -CIhm ,n M
8.Austin Blair. | p
4.Thomas W Kerry. 3.Worthiugtoii <-' $"""J .

5.Oiner i). Conner. 1 »>./i/u0.Randolph Strickland. 1.Richard 3. Ay#
Jiinn'<>ta 2.James II. P!*lt

1.Morton 8 Wilkinson. 3.Charter 11. ivrt*
2.Kugone M. Wilson" 4.George \\ B

Miitissippi. 5.Robert Ri-hO»*>
;rt. William Mil"'*- :

7.Lewis McKeu^i'
Mittmri. s_j. k. Oil .t.1.Krastus Wells* At Lar*e.J"<tTh Lt. ^ '

-.Gnstavus A. Fiukelbiirg. [ The \ irginw m- u

3.James K. McCoruiick ilnidod into tl>r ' ,V
4.3eui}»rouiw» II. Rojrd. ami s;\ Coiwrvati* \
6.Samuel 8. Burdett lirans. Tin * h i*'" Ul1
b.Robert T. Van Horn, j admitted to
7.Joel K. Asper. IVeit I'inji*>
8.John K. Benjamin 1. Isaac II. Ihivah9.DavidP. Dyer. -.James G. M "

Xt braska 3.John 8. W ltt Ber
1.John Taffe. II

.\eratia. I.llalbert K ***'tl"
1.Thomas Kitch. 2.Beu.i F.^llop*10New Hampthirr. 3.Aiuast Cold'
1.Jacob II Kla. 4.Cbas. A BI«ln>V
2.Aaron K. 8tevens. I 5.Philetiu ?=*«>*\,3.Jacob Beutou. 0.Cad. C. Wash*"' ^
Republicans, including Radicals and

157; * Democrats, 71. One seat, Covod. 's, in ' *

is contested. Members uot sworn in trow ^Mississippi. and Texas, make, with the contest^'vacancies. A full Llmwe would havo 245 uieiu1'1

^ S_ _


